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Dear Mr. Wilder:

' Section 839 of the Act provides as follows:

‘The members elected in April in 1972 and every
ten years thereafter to a county board in a county
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to which this act applies shall determine by lot
which members shall serve £or two years and which
for four years.'

The County Board has directed me to obtain your
opinion on the following question:

‘Shall the entire Board determine by lot which of
them shall serve for two and four years respectively
or may each district 4o so? In other words, must
the determination be made €£rom the entire Board of
18 persons or may the six members of each district
- determine by lot which of them shall serve for two
. and four yvears respectively?"*

Section 2-26.01 of “The Election Code,” (Ill. Rev.
Stats., 1971, ch. 46, par. 2-26.01) provides as follows:

“In counties under township organization which
have a population of less than 3,000,000 the
county board members provided for in ‘An Act
relating to the composition and election of
county boards in certain counties', enacted’
by the 76th General Assembly, shall be elected
on the first Tueaday in April of 1972, and 1/2

. of the c:mty board merbers. shan ba elec*hed :
every 2 years thezoaﬁer. _

sec,ti.on 9 of “An Acﬁ ':aiiati‘ngi to the composition and
election of :céuuﬁy‘boa:da in certain counties,” (Iil. Rev, Stats.,
1971, ch. 34, pa:. 839) prevtdese |

“rhe mewbers aleefﬁﬂ in Apru in 1972 and every
10 years themaftet to a county board in a county
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to which this Act applies shall determine by
lot which members shall serve for 2 years and
vhich for 4 years. Their successors shall

be elected to a 4 year term. All terms shall
commence on the firat m&ay 1n May in even=- -
nusbered years. I

-

11 L LA

'sme :Lt A.s tha intantion o£ the Genaml Asmlya
enbodied 1n a st.at\tte. whtch makes tha J.aw. -%:he eardmal rule
i.n the cmamctton of Ilnnoi.s statutes to vhich all other
canone and rules are subordinate, is that a statute must be
cunstmad a6 as to ascertain and give effectito the intention

of the General Aasenhly as expreased in the statute. (Lingoln

g______m 10 :n. 24 489
$181, 411 111,

11). Where the i.ntention e! the eeneral Aasembly has been
 aacertained, the court must give effect to that intemtion, (Illinois
Central Railway Co Ve V:l.l‘.lag;e" of South Pekin, 374 Il1l. 431)-. To

| ase_em ‘the meaning of a statute the court must seek and, if
possible, find the intention of the General aséembly in the words.

used in the statute,

g;_on. 373 11l. 468) « In exami.nmg the pzoviswus of seotion 9 of
"An Act re!.attmy to t.ha cmpeaition and alecticn ef caunty boards
in cartain counties,“ (xii. Rev. stats., 1971, ch. 34, par. 839)

it appéa#s_ that the intention of the General Assembly is that the
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entire caunty board is to detemine by lot whieh members serve
fox two yeaxs and which £or ﬁmx yearn. kS find m p:oviaion
which wmm pemi.t the hoard mmbem to make this electim

by &Lstrim x am of the npiuion. therefore, that the entire
board should iiaai:e:mni.ne by lot which of them shall serve for two
-~ and four years : resyeativqu-'zathez ‘than’ for each’ distriet %o

o Vexy truly yours,

A TTORNEBY GENERAL




